Peachtree Charter Middle School 
Executive Council Meeting 
UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
October 17, 2012   
5:00 – 6:30 PM   PCMS Media Center  
Our Mission: Through a spirit of teamwork, Peachtree Charter Middle School supports students in realizing their academic and personal dreams.
2010-2015 Charter Goals – Monthly Reference 

A. To increase reading ELA comprehension in grades six through eight.

B. To increase mathematical abilities in grades six through eight. 

C. To improve students’ and teachers’ ability to use technology effectively and appropriately.

D. To close the racial achievement gap. 

E. To develop a more positive school climate through school wide discipline, charter education, and by developing intercultural awareness to enhance the academic environment. 

F. Continue to promote parental and community involvement.

1. Meeting Called to Order @ 5:04 
2. Determination of Quorum (at least 3 teachers and 4 parents and principal are present) 
Present: PTCC members - Heptinstall, Johnson, Smith, Bass, Kern, Tavolacci, Herman, Catoe, Ward, Bezona, McGeorge.  Guest: Jana Benston, PCMS parent
3. Approval of August Council Meeting minutes  Motion to approve – Smith,  2nd – Kern; Minutes Approved 
4. Principal’s Report: 
a. Football Team – Has been granted a bye for the 1st round of playoffs.
b. Community Meeting – Good turnout.  Plan to keep as an annual event, still keeping the other three in the spring.

c. Community Gardens – Coach Burdette is working with parent, Patti Baker.  The current plan is to move the PCMS gardens to the campus from Brook Run.  Last year this project received $250 from the Foundation, $250 from Heptinstall and $500 from PE Department.  In addition to Health and PE classes maintaining the gardens, Special Needs classes and the 7th grade Life Science classes are participating.  Through E-news we will be requesting community donations and explore working with Eagle Scouts.
d. Track – will be fenced off for the reconstruction, possible taking over some of the softball field.

e. Student Population – Numbers are good; Currently at 1,343 total students.

f. Testing – 7th grade COGAT and ITBS are completed as well as the 1st Benchmark test.  The next Benchmark will be in December, a hybrid of computer and paper-based.

g. Child Abuse Training – Kern has posted online and 34 people have done it via the Internet.

5. Action Team Reports 
a. Curriculum and Instruction (Karen Bass/Jill Catoe)
a. Cultural Arts – 10/26 – 6th Grade Spanish program; 11/9 - 8th Grade Teddy Roosevelt program; 11/16 – 7th Grade African program.  6th and 7th grade programs are focused on music and dance.  Parent will introduce.  Will check into March dates for additional 8th grade assembly.
b. Finance (Paige Ratonyi/Scott Heptinstall)

a. Budget – Cultural Arts payment

b. Dress Down Day – Approximately $1,300 was raised for American Cancer Society

c. Annual Fund – Two parents, Melissa Humphries And Martha McJilton, and a teacher Carolyn Baggett, are working to create a user friendly link to the PCMS website so that people can donate in this manner.
c. Facilities and Equipment (Julie Kern/Ted Ward)

a. Campus plantings are in.  Should be watered 3x weekly.

b. Website – receiving 1,500-2,100 hits per day, mostly to teacher webpages, parent portal and calendar.

c. Volunteer Manager – is now linked to website; much more user friendly than PTO manager, which is now shut down.  Currently about 100 people have registered for the new one and about 1<700 hours have been logged in, some of which are transfer hours from PTO.  The goal is 12,000 volunteer hours for the year.

d. School Activities (Andrew Tavolacci/David Herman)
a. CV Classic – This Saturday, 10/20.  $22,000 has been raised, even without Platinum or Presenting sponsors.  We currently have 5 Gold Sponsors ($500 each), 9 Red ($250) and 14 Blue ($100).  In addition, 49 individual families have donated $100 each.  Currently there are 625 runners registered.  The water, fruit and t-shirts were donated.  Mad Italian is having a “Carb-Up” night on Friday night.  We need to start thinking about how to tag next year’s funds and coming up with a possible theme for the event.
b. Red Ribbon Week Dance – Ticket sales have started a bit slowly, which is normal.  Volunteers and concession donations have been coming is, but we could use more.

c. Yearbook Pictures – Re-takes will be on Thursday, 10/18.

e. School Climate (Laura Horlock/Tammy Bezona)

a. Pride of Peachtree – shirts have been given out to all students who have earned this thus far.
b. Dress Code  - Suggestion: color coded shirts

f. Family and Community Relations (Sarah Smith/Terry Shores)
a. Conference Night – 10/25; Hospitality will provide a light dinner for faculty.

b. Directory – Smith will e-mail Cygnarowicz the name of the cover winner; Will be distributed next week.

c. Rising 6th Grade Breakfast – Approximately 100 attendees, about 3/4 of which requested a school tour.  Good community feedback and overall a wonderful success.
6. Deputy Chairperson’s Report – None
7. Chairperson’s Report – None

8. Old Business – None
9. New Business – None 
10. Upcoming PTCC Events and School Activities:

October

10/18
Picture Make-Up Day

10/19
Student Government Association Red Ribbon Week Dance


4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

10/20
CV Classic


Drama Club Fall Harvest Festival, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

10/22-26
Red Ribbon Week

10/25
Parent-Teacher Conference Night 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

10/27
Fall Solo & Ensemble Performance Evaluation (7th/8th grade)

10/29
DCSD Roundtable-Dunwoody High School, 7pm

November

11/5-23
Renzulli Test, 7th Grade Only

11/6
School Closed (Election Day)

11/7
Dunwoody Chamblee Parents Council Meeting

11/8
Cultural Arts Program -8th grade-Theodore Roosevelt

11/12-16
Book Fair, Family Consumer Science Room

11/13
Executive Council Meeting, 5:00-6:30 p.m.

11. Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm.

